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PRO BONO PROGRAM 
 

LIMITED SCOPE RETAINER AGREEMENT 
 

Client Name: Click or tap here to enter text. 

CCLS Case No: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

Case Name:  

[Name of] County Superior Court Case No. Click or tap here to enter text. 

Pro Bono Attorney: Click or tap here to enter text. 

This Limited Scope Retainer Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into by and among Central 
California Legal Services, a California not-for-profit public interest law firm (“CCLS”); 
NAME (“Client”); and NAME of Firm and Attorney  (“Pro Bono Attorney”) to set forth the 
terms under which Pro Bono Attorney undertakes to represent Client in connection with CCLS’ 
Pro Bono Program. 

[The scope of CCLS’ representation of Client is set forth separately in the Client Retainer 
Agreement entered into between CCLS and Client, dated [Date].]  

 
1. Client agrees and understands that CCLS has requested that Pro Bono Attorney represent 
Client for free, and that Pro Bono Attorney has agreed to represent Client for free as set forth 
specifically in this Agreement.   

 
Specifically, Client agrees and understands that THE SCOPE OF PRO BONO ATTORNEY’S 
REPRESENTATION IS LIMITED TO:   Representing Client to obtain permanent domestic 
violence restraining order.  

 
 
2. Client agrees and understands that limited scope representation means that the Pro Bono 
Attorney has no obligation to provide Client with legal services that exceed the limited scope 
of this Agreement. Client agrees that the attorney-client relationship will end automatically 
after the legal services described above have been provided, even if Client has further or other 
legal issues. 

 
3. Client agrees to timely sign all forms necessary to begin and end the attorney-client 
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relationship with the Pro Bono Attorney. This includes Substitution(s) of Attorney and other 
court forms as necessary. 

 
4. Client understands that the Pro Bono Attorney will not charge for legal services. 
However, Client agrees to pay any court filing fees or out-of-pocket costs, if any arise. 

5. Client agrees that the Pro Bono Attorney may stop representing Client if Client’s 
eligibility for CCLS services changes at any time during the representation. 

 
6. Client agrees that CCLS and the Pro Bono Attorney may share information with each 
other about Client’s case, including confidential information protected by attorney-client 
privilege. 

 
7. Client affirms that all the information that Client has given to CCLS and the Pro Bono 
Attorney about Client’s legal issue is true and correct to the best of Client’s knowledge. Client 
understands that if Client gives any false information to CCLS or the Pro Bono Attorney, the 
Pro Bono Attorney and CCLS will withdraw as counsel as permitted by law. 

8. Client further acknowledges and agrees that: (a) attorneys’ fees, if allowed by law, may 
be awarded in Client’s case; (b) if attorneys’ fees are awarded, the attorneys’ fees shall be 
awarded to the Pro Bono Attorney and not to Client; and (c) the Pro Bono Attorney may then 
contribute the award to CCLS to support its endeavor in providing free legal services to the 
community. 

 
9. Client acknowledges that Client has read, understands, and agrees to this limited scope 
retainer agreement, and that Client has been given a copy. 

 
By: ________________________________________          Date: _____________________ 

[Client Name] 
 
            Central California Legal Services   

 
By:________________________________________          Date:______________________ 
      Shawn Joost, Director of Pro Bono & Strategic Partnerships 
 
 
      [Pro Bono Firm] 
  
By: ________________________________________         Date: _____________________  
      [Pro Bono Attorney]  
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